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Roswell Revisited

WHAT ARE WE TO believe about the
“Roswell Incident,” the alleged crash
in July 1947 of an extraterrestrial
spacecraft near Roswell, New Mex-
ico? The Air Force’s recent report
contends that “aliens” were human-
like dummies dropped during high-
altitude balloon tests. True believers
counter with photos of a “fragment”
from an alien spacecraft. Below are
answers to frequently asked ques-
tions. For more, check out POPULAR
SCIENCE’s Web site, www.popsci.com.

Q: How could anyone mistake a
dummy for an alien?

A: Firsthand witnesses saw
the dummies at a distance.
The physical appearance of
the dummies and the type of
vehicles used to recover
them match the accounts of
some witnesses.

Q: The dummy drops didn’t
begin until 1954, so how
does that explain what wit-
nesses saw in 19472

A: The Air Force says de-

bris from a secret experi-

ment to eavesdrop on So-

viet nuclear tests landed

near Roswell [“UFO Mania

in Roswell,” June]. Some-

how that 1947 event and
others in the 1950s—including
dummy drops and accidents involv-
ing humans—became “consolidated”
in the minds of local observers, ac-
cording to the Air Force.

Q: What about the nurse who saw
alien autopsies at the Roswell base
hospital?

A: Glenn Dennis, who worked at
the Ballard Funeral Home in
Roswell, has said that he was at the
hospital on July 7, 1947. He saw
Naomi Maria Selff, a nurse, run
from a room with a cloth over her
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mouth. Selff told him that she had
walked in on the autopsy of three
mangled black little bodies; the odor
was so horrible that the autopsies
were moved elsewhere on the base.
The Air Force says that Dennis may
be remembering a nurse named
Eileen Mae Fanton, who matches
his physical description of Selff and
was one of five nurses assigned to
the Roswell hospital in 1947. The
Air Force adds that Dennis may
have confused his memories of
Selff/Fanton with a 1956
aircraft accident that
killed 11 crewmen.
The badly burned
remains were
brought to the
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Roswell base hospital. The odor was
so bad that the remains were moved
to a refrigerated room at the base
commissary. Three bodies were au-
topsied at Ballard.

Q: Didn’t the material seen at the
1947 debris site have unusual prop-
erties? What about the new fragment?

A: Some witnesses recall thin metal-
lic material that would not burn and,
when crumpled, returned to its orig-
inal shape. The Air Force says these
accounts are consistent with poly-
ethylene balloons laminated with
aluminum, used in experiments

Shoddy gray suits:
Dummies wore sec-
ondhand flight suits
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Aliens with blank
stare: Dummy eyes
didn’t close.

Short, four-
fingered ETs:
Dummy parts
were some-

Bandages: tape
kept dummy
arms and legs
from flailing as
they dropped.

An Air Force report says that between
1954 and 1959, 67 dummies were
dropped in southern New Mexico (left).
Many eyewitness accounts of “aliens,”
contends the Air Force, are explained
by the features on dummies such as
“Sierra Sam” (above). Science re-
search, such as this 1970s Viking test
(inset), has also suggested “aliens.”

launched from Holloman Air Force
Base west of Roswell. These balloons
were not flown before May 1948,
however.

The inch-wide “fragment” un-
veiled two months ago “should be
considered extraterrestrial in origin,”
says health and safety technician
Russell VernonClark of the Univer-
sity of California at San Diego. He
tested a half-milligram sample, and
says it is 99 percent silicon, with an
isotopic ratio that does not naturally
occur in silicone found on Earth; his
work has yet to be published in a
peer-reviewed journal.—D.S.
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